
 
 
 
 

 

 

HOLY TRINITY SUNDAY 
 
 
 

 
 

JUNE 16, 2019 – 9:30 AM 
WORSHIP WITH HOLY COMMUNION, 

CELEBRATION OF GRADUATES, 
BLESSING OF THE GENESIS GARDEN  

 
CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH 

WOODCLIFF LAKE, NEW JERSEY 
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A SPECIAL WELCOME TO OUR VISITORS! It’s a joy to have you worshipping with us! 

We would like to know you better—just complete one of the orange “Glad you’re 
here!” cards from a pew rack to place into the offering plate as it circulates. 
 

BREAKING THE SOUND BARRIER!  We invite you to try one of our listening devices to 
allow you to sit anywhere in the sanctuary. They are available by speaking to an usher. 
 

PINK PRAYER CARDS:  You may write names for prayer on a pink card found in the 
pew rack. Please place your card on the altar rail for inclusion in the prayers of the 
day. If you wish a name to be added to our printed prayer list (for four weeks) 
please write “Prayer List” on the card. Please be sure this prayer request is 
approved by the person for whom we are praying. 
 

“LORD, HEAR OUR PRAYER!”  Christ Lutheran’s Prayer Chain is available daily for 
prayer for members, friends and family.   You may call JoAnn Sallo, chairperson at 
201-666-2156 or the church office with your joys or concerns. 
 

HOLY COMMUNION:  All who are baptized are invited to the table where Christ is 
bodily present in the bread and wine. At the directions of our ushers, all who are 
able kneel at the rail to receive this gift. The individual cups contain wine and grape 
juice (grape juice is in the center of the tray). A common cup with wine is also 
available. Children who commune should hold out their hands to the server.  
 

NURSERY FACILITIES: There is a self-serve Nursery and Infant Room for young children 
accompanied by their parents. The Infant Room contains a bathroom with a changing 
table. These rooms are located along the hallway from the side door of the sanctuary. 
 

NEED AN OFFERING ENVELOPE?  We have envelopes in the pews for you. Please 
include your contact information or envelope number.  We also accept checks 
online.   Visit our website (www.clc4u.com) and click on “Give” to learn how to set 
up an account with your bank information. Thank you for your gift! 
 

CONTACT INFORMATION: 
Pastor: Rev. Marc A. Stutzel 
Director of Music: Argine Safari 
Interim Choir Director/Organist: Teresa Shyr 
Director of Youth Choirs: David Scance 
Administrative Assistant: Doris Crouse 
32 Pascack Rd., Woodcliff Lake, NJ 07677  
201-391-4224 clc4u2@verizon.net 

Share with us at clc4u.com  

 facebook.com/clc4u 

 
instagram.com/clc4u 

 @christwoodcliff 

Open Summer Sundays: 9:30 am 

http://www.clc4u.com/
mailto:clc4u2@verizon.net
http://www.clc4u.com/


PRELUDE 
 

CONGREGATION ANNOUNCEMENTS AND PRAYER REQUESTS 
          [Pink prayer cards with your joys or concerns may be placed on the altar rail.] 
 

[For today’s worship all portions in italics will be spoken by our worship leaders. Congregational responses are 
in bold-faced type.] 

 
[Please stand as you are able.] 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
 who forgives all our sin, 
Whose mercy endures forever. 
Amen. 
 

Seeking reconciliation with God and neighbor, 
 let us remember the gift of baptism and confess our sin. 
 

God of mercy, 
we confess that we have sinned against you, 
 against one another, 
 and against the earth entrusted to our care. 
We are worried and distracted by many things, 
 and we fail to love you above all else. 
We store up treasures for ourselves 
 and turn away from our neighbors in need. 
Forgive us, that we may live in the freedom of your Son, 
 Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

When we were laid low by sin and guilt, 
 God made us alive together with Christ, 

 forgiving us ☩ all our trespasses 

 by taking our sins to the cross. 
For freedom Christ has set us free: 
Rejoice in this good news! 
Amen. 
 

THE PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always.   
And also with you. 
[We share the peace via handshake or the peace sign.] 



[Remain standing] 

GATHERING SONG – “Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty!”   [ELW 413, all verses] 

 
[Text and Music Copyright Holder:  Public Domain] 

GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all.     
And also with you. 
 

 



PRAYER OF THE DAY  
Let us pray. Almighty Creator and ever-living God: we worship your glory, eternal 
Three-in-One, and we praise your power, majestic One-in-Three. Keep us steadfast 
in this faith, defend us in all adversity, and bring us at last into your presence, 
where you live in endless joy and love, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. 
Amen. 
 

CHILDREN’S SERMON    [The congregation may sit] 
 

THE FIRST READING – Proverbs 8:1-4, 22-31 
1Does not wisdom call, and does not understanding raise her voice? 
 2On the heights, beside the way, at the crossroads she takes her stand; 
 3beside the gates in front of the town, 
  at the entrance of the portals she cries out: 
 4“To you, O people, I call, and my cry is to all that live. 
 22The LORD created me at the beginning of his work, 
  the first of his acts of long ago. 
 23Ages ago I was set up, at the first, before the beginning of the earth. 
 24When there were no depths I was brought forth, 
  when there were no springs abounding with water. 
 25Before the mountains had been shaped, 
  before the hills, I was brought forth— 
 26when he had not yet made earth and fields, 
  or the world’s first bits of soil. 
 27When he established the heavens, I was there, 
  when he drew a circle on the face of the deep, 
 28when he made firm the skies above, 
  when he established the fountains of the deep, 
 29when he assigned to the sea its limit, 
  so that the waters might not transgress his command, 
 when he marked out the foundations of the earth, 
  30then I was beside him, like a master worker; 
 and I was daily his delight, rejoicing before him always, 
 31rejoicing in his inhabited world and delighting in the human race.” 
The Word of the Lord.     
Thanks be to God. 
 



 
 
 
 
 

THE GOSPEL ACCLAMATION    [Please stand as you are able.] 

 

 
 

THE HOLY GOSPEL according to St. John 16:12-15 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
Jesus said, 12“I still have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now. 
13When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all the truth; for he will not 
speak on his own, but will speak whatever he hears, and he will declare to you the 
things that are to come. 14He will glorify me, because he will take what is mine and 
declare it to you. 15All that the Father has is mine. For this reason I said that he will 
take what is mine and declare it to you.” 
The Gospel of the Lord.   
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
[The congregation may sit.] 
 

SERMON – “Many Things” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
[Please stand as you are able.] 

HYMN OF THE DAY –  “Who You Are”   
[Song words below. Song music continues on the following 3 pages.] 
 

God our Father Lord of all 
Great Creator You hear my call 
God our Healer God our strength 
Loving kindness is Your embrace 
It's who You are 
 
Oh oh.... 
 
Jesus friend above all friends 
Laid down Your life that I might live 
Faithful shepherd of my soul 
Savior You have made me whole 
It's who You are 
 
Holy Spirit Comforter 
Your eyes are filled with laughter 
You are wisdom You are life 
My every need You supply 
It's who You are 
 
Holy holy Lord of all 
Holy holy Lord of all 
Worthy worthy Lord of all 
Worthy worthy Lord of all 
 



 
 



 



 
 



 

THE APOSTLES’ CREED   [Please remain standing.] 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by 

the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he 
rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting. Amen. 

 

GRADUATE SLIDESHOW 
 
BLESSING OF OUR GRADUATES 

Graduates, in your baptism you were washed with water and united with God's 
word of promise. You are God's beloved. You are God's children. And we are here to 
honor each of you as you live out our baptismal calling to let Christ's light shine in 
all that we say and do. 
 
[Parents and family members are invited to rest their hands on their graduates' shoulders.] 

 
Let us pray.  
Gracious God, you bless your servants with many achievements. We give thanks for 
the milestones that our graduates have attained. We celebrate their hard work and 
persistence. We are grateful for their willingness to try new things. We know this 
journey to this point has not been easy. Yet, through trials, tribulations, and also 
many joys, they are now ending one chapter of their lives only to start the next. 
 
We pray that you will journey with them in their lives. You know where the water 
is deep; keep them from danger. Order their steps and guide their feet while they 
run the face of faith. Whatever their next steps may be, from high school to 
college, to the military or to life-after school, may the good work that you have 
begun in them continue to grow. May they know your love and experience your 
peace forever and ever.  
 



We also ask, O loving God, to bless the parents and family members of these 
students who raised, supported, and nourished them on their journey. Give them 
the strength of your continued presence. Help them to know when to hold tight to 
their graduate and when to set them free. Grant them the peace of knowing of a 
job well done and grant them many joyful reunions with their graduates.  
 
O God, you have called your servants to ventures of which we cannot see the 
ending, by paths as yet untrodden, through perils unknown. Give us faith to go out 
with good courage, not knowing where we go, but only that your hand is leading us 
and your love supporting us; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen.  

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION   [The congregation may sit.] 

Joining our voices with God’s people around the world, let us offer our prayers for 
those in need. 

[A brief silence.] 

For the church throughout the world and its leaders, including our Bishops Elizabeth 
and Tracie, that the work of the Spirit unite us in Christ to proclaim the wonders of 
God, let us pray. 
Have mercy, O God. 
 
For the majesty of creation: the moon and stars that enlighten the night, the birds 
that inhabit the sky, and the fish that reside in the seas, that all creatures flourish 
together, let us pray. 
Have mercy, O God. 
 
For all levels of government; for Donald, the President; Philip, the Governor; and the 
mayors and council persons of the towns we call home; for wisdom and truth 
displayed in world leaders, and for international relief agencies, that God’s love 
poured into our hearts extend to all people and nations, let us pray. 
Have mercy, O God. 
 
 
 



For the sick, that they are comforted; for the despairing, that they receive hope; for 
infants and children, that they be granted nurturing caretakers; and for all who cry 
out to God in any need,  especially: 

Beverly Albert, Dolores Albert, Lauren Albert, Sharon Bongard, John Paul Carbaugh,  
Tony Conboy, Elizabeth Danko, Dave,  Ken Eastlund,  Jackson Fehr, Flynn,                     
Kim Herrera, Katie, Mae Hulburt, Tracy Klempmer, Camp Koinonia, Kristi,                  

Henry Louis, Ryan Maffer,  Lorraine and Jack Sadlon, Argine Safari,  
Jimmy Saladino, JoAnn Sallo, Nancy Sweet, Miriam and Earl Valder 

Let us pray. 
Have mercy, O God. 
 
This Father’s Day, we give thanks for loving wonderful fathers, who have given their 
children so many invaluable gifts. We give thanks for new fathers, welcoming new 
life into the world. We give thanks for those who choose their children, for adoptive 
parents, foster parents, and stepfathers who model the adoptive love of God.       
We give thanks for uncles and godfathers and neighbors, who share paternal love 
with so many children. We give thanks for those who choose to remain without 
biological children, sharing love with the world. 
 Together we pray for the many fathers who have had to bear the 
unimaginable burden of burying a child, and those who have walked alongside   
their spouse bearing the silent grief of stillbirth or miscarriage. We pray for        
those who struggle with infertility, whose desire for a child is met with      
frustration. We pray for the fathers of children with special needs and chronic 
illness, who know anxiety and exhaustion better than most. We pray for those    
who were given abuse and heartbreak by the ones called to love them. 
 And we remember Fathers who are no longer with us, praying for all those 
who bear the weight of grief today; let us pray.  
Have mercy, O God. 
 
For all who provide fatherly care and guidance, for those estranged from family, for 
friends and neighbors, and for our congregation, that God’s mercy serve as a model 
for all relationships, let us pray. 
Have mercy, O God. 
 
In thanksgiving for the faithful departed who now rest from their labors, that we 
cling to the hope of sharing with them the glory of God, let us pray. 
Have mercy, O God. 



Merciful God, you hear the prayers of your people even before they are spoken.    
We commend these and all our prayers to you, trusting in your abundant mercy; 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 

THE OFFERING IS TAKEN  
 

THE ELEMENTS ARE RECEIVED AND THE OFFERTORY IS SUNG 
 
[Please stand as you are able.] 

OFFERTORY SONG – “Be Thou My Vision”    [ELW 793, verse 1]  

 
[Text and Music Copyright Holder:  Public Domain] 
 

 



 

 
 
 
 
OFFERING PRAYER  
Let us pray.  
Merciful God, as grains of wheat scattered upon the hills were gathered 
together to become one bread, so let your church be gathered together from the 
ends of the earth into your kingdom, for yours is the glory through Jesus Christ, 
now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

HOLY COMMUNION 
The Lord be with you.    
And also with you. 
 
Lift up your hearts.    
We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.   
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for 
you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to 
drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all 
people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
 
 
 
 
 



THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive 
us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 
 
 

Come, not because you are perfect but because, through Christ Jesus, you are 
invited. 
 
 [The congregation may sit.] 
 

HOLY COMMUNION 
[All are invited to the Table where Christ is bodily present in the bread and drink. 

At the direction of our ushers, everyone who is able kneels at the rail.  
Bread will be distributed first (gluten free wafers are available),  

followed by wine and grape juice in individual cups. A chalice with wine is also available.  
Children and all who have not received First Communion will receive a blessing. 

The body of Christ, given for you.  
The blood of Christ, shed for you.  

Amen.] 
 
 

 [The following songs are sung by the congregation during the distribution of Holy Communion.] 
 

COMMUNION SONG - “This Is Amazing Grace” 

[Song words below; music continues on the following pages.] 

 
Who breaks the power of sin and darkness, 
whose love is mighty and so much stronger? 
The King of glory,  
the king above all kings.  
 
Who shakes the whole earth with holy thunder 
and leaves us breathless in awe and wonder? 
The King of glory, the king above all kings.  
 
This is amazing grace, this is unfailing love, 
that You would take my place, 
that You would bear my cross. 



 
 
 
You laid down Your life that I would be set free.  
Oh, Jesus, I sing for 
all that You've done for me.  
 
 
Who brings our chaos back into order, 
Who makes the orphan a son and daughter? 
The King of glory, the King of glory.  
 
 
Who rules the nations with truth and justice? 
shines like the sun in all of its brilliance? 
The King of glory, the king above all kings.  
 
 
This is amazing grace, this is unfailing love, 
that You would take my place, 
that You would bear my cross. 
 
 
You laid down Your life 
that I would be set free.  
Oh, Jesus, I sing for  
all that You've done for me.  
 



 



 
 [Song continues on the following page.] 

 



 
 
 
 

 
 

 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Let us pray. God of abundance, with this bread of life and cup of salvation you have 
united us with Christ, making us one with all your people. Now send us forth in the 
power of your Spirit, that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the world and 
continue forever in the risen life of Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

THE BLESSING 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord's face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 
Amen. 
  



SENDING SONG – “Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee”     [ELW 836, all verses ] 

 
 [Text and Music Copyright Holder:  Public Domain] 

 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace.  Share the good news.   
Thanks be to God. 

 
POSTLUDE  



 
 
REFLECTION –    “She”                                                                Pastor Marc A. Stutzel    
 
One of the more difficult things I find as a parent is learning when to step back.  
Often my kids run into a problem or situation where they need help. And as their dad, 
my first response is to fix it. I do not want my kids to get bogged down or stuck.           
I want them, instead, to move on to the next thing. But when I step in, my kid's do 
not always grow. There is a value in being stuck and learning how to figure out what 
to do next. The best thing I can do as a parent is to know when to step back and let 
my kids figure things out. And the book of Proverbs was written with this idea            
in mind.  
 
Proverbs is a book of poetry and these poems are filled with parallelisms. 
Parallelism is when the second line of a verse restates, in some way, the first.      
This restatement can sound exactly the same or it can be very different.         
Proverbs prefers to use these two lines to contrast each other. This is how the book 
of Proverbs helps us to see "what is good and approved and what is not*." We are 
invited to puzzle over the meanings - to get stuck in each verse. Because this book 
wants to show us how, when we are overwhelmed by different voices and opinions, 
we "can choose the wiser course**."  
  
But what, exactly, is wise? That's a question currently up to debate. We can all 
name people who we know who think they are always right. And we might think 
that our opinions and decision making abilities are always top notch. We can find 
ourselves supporting any opinion that affirms what we already think is right.       
And we surround ourselves with voices that keep us comfortable while shutting 
down the people who do not agree with us. We have no problem labeling 
something "Fake News" if what we're reading doesn't support what we believe.    
We struggle to know what to trust because even videos can make people say what 
they didn't really mean. It can feel as if wisdom is in short supply. But we might not 
agree where such wisdom can be found  
  
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
The Book of Proverbs, then, offers a chance to see what God considers wise.               
Yet this wisdom, I think, is less about what each individual verse says and more about 
who the book of Proverbs describes. Throughout this book, we meet the character of 
Wisdom. Wisdom is typically personified as a she and she is imagined as being present  
when the universe was made. Wisdom is a master craftswoman, who joyfully 
celebrates God's holy work. She is God's Spirit in the world, the voice of what is 
always true. She is the One who advocates for justice and love. And she has seen it 
all while still delighting in the diversity of our world. She is, for Christians, the Holy 
Spirit. She is the energy that opens us to learning what it means to fear God, to cling 
to Jesus, and to experience the gift of faith. When other voices want to turn us 
towards what is comfortable, she is already speaking to us and showing us a more 
holy way. When we are stuck, she is Jesus' presence as we struggle to find our way. 
She is God's energy in the world. And she, as the Holy Spirit, is how God's love helps 
us find a way through.  
 

 

* The Fortress Press Commentary on the Old Testament, 2014.  
** Anne Stewart, Commentary on Working Preacher, 2019.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

BLESSING OF THE GENESIS GARDEN 
[Upon arriving at the garden] 
 

Friends in Christ: today we give thanks to God and we seek God’s blessing as we  
gather to bless this garden to the praise and glory of God. 
 
The psalmist says, “You visit the earth and water it abundantly; you make it very 
plenteous; the river of God is full of water. You prepare the grain, for so you provide 
for the earth. You drench the furrows and smooth out the ridges; with heavy rain 
you soften the ground and bless its increase. You crown the year with                   
your goodness, and your paths overflow with plenty.” [Psalm 65:9-10] 
 

Creator God, with your breath you created night and day. 
And it was good. 
By your word, you created the heavens. 
And it was good. 
You created the dry land of earth, and the waters of the seas. 
And it was good. 
By your word you called forth growing things: plants, fruit, and trees. 
And it was good. 
You created the living creatures in the waters, and the living creatures of the air. 
And it was good. 
You created the living creatures of the land: cattle, and wild animals; everything 
that moves upon the land. 
And it was good. 
By your word, you created humankind to care for the earth and all that is over, on 
and in it. 
And it was good. 
 

Abundant God, we offer to You this soil as a token of the fields and forests of our 
land on which we ask for your blessing: may the soil be wholesome, the crops good, 
and may we be faithful stewards of all of your creation. 
 

Creating God, we offer to You this water in token for the rain and irrigation needed 
by this garden and we ask for your blessing: may there be sufficient water to raise 
up good crops, serving the needs of our labors. 
 



Sustaining God, we offer to You this hay and these plants as a token for      
everything You have made and we ask for your blessing: may the life of these  
plants burst forth into the fullness of its kind, according to your good creation. 
 
Let us pray: 
We give you thanks, O God, as we dedicate the Genesis Garden to your glory and 
praise. Bless all who labor here and the fruits of their work. Grant us faith to know 
your gracious purpose in all things, and continue your blessings to us through the 
bounty of your creation; through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  
Amen. 
 

May almighty God, the Father, the ☩   Son, and the Holy Spirit be with us and this  
Genesis Garden. 
Amen. 

 
THE GENESIS GARDEN  

 
Craig Moorman, a former intern, used to gaze out of his office window at the bare 
area and pictured a vegetable garden growing there. A garden committee was 
formed by the Care Chairman at the time, Doris Crouse, and ground was broken on 
November 18, 1984. Bob VanZee grew some plants under fluorescent lights in his 
basement in the spring of 1985. Some local garden centers assisted us with 
additional plants at wholesale prices.  
 
Joan and Carl Palermo were the first garden leaders and shepherded through the 
first few years. Many people, young and old, helped plant, weed and harvest the 
vegetables. Each year, volunteers continue to do the same. The produce is sent to 
the Center for Food Action in Englewood to help feed the hungry in Bergen County. 
In 2017, over 1650 pounds of fresh produce was delivered.  
 
In this 34th year of the Garden, we give special thanks to Christensen Landscaping 
for tilling the land, Sunden’s Stone Pointe Farm for donating the plants, and the 
dedicated volunteers who share Christ’s love one tomato, zucchini and pepper       
at a time.  
 


